During the last month he had had a case of the type which would improve if treated by this method, just as it had improved after treatment by inflation and oto-massage. When examined a month ago the patient was Rinne-negative, and a whisper could not be heard at a further distance than 2 ft. On the day of the treatment, however, quiet conversation could be heard and a whisper at 15 ft. When seen a few days ago the patient was Rinne-positive. He (the speaker) thought the old-fashioned methods should first be tried, and when these had improved the hearing as far as possible, this instrument should be used, and, if it carried the improvement further, special credit could be given to it. He feared that none of the available methods of testing were exact.
Mr. W. STUART-Low said that the apparatus had certainly, in these cases, relieved the tinnitus-that bugbear of otology. He had questioned the patients, and all admitted improvement in their general health, and a more hopeful outlook, as they felt that something tangible was being done for them. In some of the cases the hearing had been improved. And simply the fact that they slept better made the apparatus worth while. Such results as these should be brought to the notice of nerve-specialists, who then might send these difficult cases to the otologist.
Mr. CATHCART (in reply) said that all his patients stated that the treatment made them sleep better. He had kept one patient at the head of a very large business for ten years by this treatment. Formerly he came once or twice a year, now he came three times a year for ten days, not because of deafness, but because the treatment gave him satisfactory sleep in the intervals.
As the patients knew nothing about this possibility, he (the speaker) maintained that the good effect which this method of treatment had onl so many cases of deafness and tinnitus was a physiological, not a psychological, one.
Complete Stapes thrown off during Chronic Suppurative Otitis Media, ? Tuberculosis.-W. J. HARRISON, M.B. (President).
Mr. T. had returned from a Sanatorium in Switzerland in March 1933, and was still confined to bed when I was asked to see him on account of deafness, and distressing tinnitus in the right ear. Four to five years previously this ear had discharged for a short time. At the time of examination there was no discharge and the membrane was intact.
I did not see him again until he came to consult me on 13.11.33 with the following history:-In May, without any pain, the ear had begun to discharge a thin, watery, rather offensive fluid. He had occasionally had pain of a shooting character in the nmastoid at night. He had been syringing his ear with boric lotion and instilling drops (his doctor informed me these were 50% spirit). When he was using the syringe on 10.11.33, a "piece of bone" came away, which he brought to me, and I found it to be the stapes shown. Examination showed complete destruction of the membrane and ossicles, and the inner wall of the middle ear covered with granulations. There was slight tenderness over the mastoid. Hearing had deteriorated rapidly after the discharge appeared, and the ear is now quite useless: AC-, BC -, Rinne -. He was leaving Northumberland to live on the South Coast in a few days and he did not come to see me again.
(I) Well's Electric Iodine Vaporizer.
Thirty grains of powder, consisting of iodine, boric acid, camphor, menthol powdered cubebs, each 4 per cent, with thymol 1 per cent, are placed in the electric heater. The current is turned on. As soon as the heat reaches a sufficient degree, a cloud of smoke emerges from the outlet tip and this can be pumped through a catheter into the middle ear.
(II) Fowler's Auto-Insufflator.
To inflate the ear, insert into one nostril, close the other and blow up the balloon.
(III) Lester's Pneumo-tympanic Masseur. Insert into the ear. Squeeze rubber ball. If this is attached to a Siegel's speculum, the tympanic membrane will be seen to move in and out.
[The report of the Discussion on Chronic Catarrhal Otitis Mledia wvill appear in the next issue of the Proceedings of the Sectionl.
